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A Community Asset for Connecticut’s Children and Families
Mission: Connecticut Children’s Medical Center is dedicated to improving the physical and emotional health 
of children through family-centered care, research, education and advocacy. We embrace discovery, teamwork, 
integrity and excellence in all that we do.  

Connecticut Children’s offers the highest quality care and a full range of pediatric services for newborns to 
young adults through its hospitals in Hartford and Waterbury, its specialty care centers in Fairfield, Farmington, 
Glastonbury, Hartford and Shelton and 13 other practice locations.

2012 Key Statistics:
Total Child Care Visits ............................................ 316,000

Emergency Department Visits ............................  55,560

Surgical Procedures ..................................................11,059

Outpatient Visits ........................................................257,272

Connecticut Children’s Locations ................................19

Inpatient Beds ....................................................................187

Employees ....................................................................... 2,133

Medical Staff ...................................................................1,066

Volunteers ............................................................................300

What makes us special  
Connecticut Children’s is a freestanding independent 
children’s hospital; one of only 49 in the United States. 
That means that all of our resources, particularly our 
caregivers, are devoted exclusively to the care of 
children. Boston and Philadelphia are the next closest 
locations for care of this kind.

Our Capacity to Care 
•   We have 165 faculty members who are devoted to 

delivering care of the highest quality, researching 
pediatric treatments and cures and educating the next 
generation of pediatric care providers.

•   Over 28 pediatric subspecialities are covered 
by our talented team of caregivers. The strengths of 
Endocrinology and Diabetes, and Neonatology at 
Connecticut Children’s led us to being named one of 
the U.S. News and World Report Best Children’s 
Hospitals in 2012.

•   Surgeons at Connecticut Children’s are 
international leaders in minimally invasive surgical 
techniques. Their accomplishments include performing 
the state’s first robotic surgery on a child, development 
of many new minimally invasive procedures for 
children that are being adopted world-wide and having 
one of the few intra-operative imaging systems in the 
country, allowing for faster, more effective neurosurgical 
procedures in 
children.

•   Our talented 
medical 
professionals 
are on the 



leading edge of research that has the potential 
to change the future of children’s healthcare. From 
fundamental molecular science that helps us to 
understand diseases at the most basic level, to motion 
studies designed to discover new ways for young 
athletes to avoid injuries, to clinical trials establishing 
the most effective and efficient protocols for treating 
children, Connecticut Children’s is at the forefront.

Connecticut Children’s  
Medical Center Premier Programs 
Our Premier Programs are defined by unparalleled 
excellence in the delivery of clinical care at Connecticut 
Children’s partnered with pediatric research that is driving 
forward new treatments and potential cures for all children.

Neonatology and Neonatal Intensive Care 
From the tiniest of premature babies, to newborns with 
life-threatening congenital abnormalities, Connecticut 
Children’s cares for every child who is born with challenges.  
State of the art technology enhances the ability of the 
experienced team to care for these children in their first 
days and months so that they have the best chance of 
growing up to be healthy adults. In the interest of giving 
every child the care they deserve, the Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit team has developed a 19-site collaborative 
to make sure that babies born anywhere in the region 
have immediate skilled assistance at the time of delivery, 
specialized transport to Connecticut Children’s in Hartford 
or Farmington if they need it, and all the technology and 
specialists available to address their needs.

Among the talented faculty delivering care, are physicians 
pursuing research at the bench and at the bedside to 
improve care of challenged newborns everywhere. From 
Dr. Christine Finck’s work in tissue engineering to develop 
stronger lungs in premature infants, to Dr. David Sink’s 
work in understanding potential ways to prevent blindness 
in premature children, to Dr. Adam Matson’s research 
on specific components in breast milk that may prevent 
asthma and other immune-related inflammatory diseases 
in young children, our faculty advance the latest scientific 
discoveries aimed at establishing new standards of 
treatment for mothers and their children.

Digestive Diseases 
Dr. Jeffrey Hyams, and his team are international leaders 
in the study and treatment of Inflammatory Bowel Disease 
(IBD), a chronic condition that affects 1.4 million adults and 
children. As many as 80 new cases are diagnosed annually 

at Connecticut Children’s. Children come 
to the Medical Center from throughout New 
England, New York and New Jersey because 
of the experience of Dr. Hyams and his team 

and the access to the latest treatments through their vibrant 
clinical trials program. Recently the program received a 
$10.4 million grant from the National Institutes of Health 
to support the PROTECT Study: Predicting Response 
to Pediatric Colitis Therapy. This program is the first of its 
kind to bring together the expertise of the leading pediatric 
ulcerative colitis doctors in North America to study this 
often vexing illness.

In addition, Dr. Wael Sayej is studying why a rare but 
chronic condition called eosinophilic esophagitis (EoE) 
affects one in every 2,000 children including nearly 500 
pediatric patients at Connecticut Children’s. EoE can 
cause an array of debilitating symptoms ranging from 
abdominal pain and vomiting to food aversion and failure 
to thrive. Dr. Francisco Sylvester and Anthony Vella, PhD, 
have expanded their efforts to better understand the 
immunologic abnormalities that occur in the intestinal 
system of children with Crohn’s disease and  
ulcerative colitis. 

Dr. Hyams was named the 2012 recipient of the Crohn’s  
& Colitis Foundation of America (CCFA) Scientific 
Achievement in IBD Clinical Research Award.

Solid Tumor and Reconstructive Surgery 
Dr. Fernando Ferrer, Connecticut Children’s Surgeon-in-
Chief leads a team of gifted surgeons who are able to 
repair and reconstruct even the most complex congenital 
abnormalities and remove some of the most difficult 
tumors in children. From premature babies, to teenagers 
with challenges, children come from around the country to 
receive the care and treatments that Dr. Ferrer’s team can 
provide. Using state of the art robotic and minimally invasive 
technologies, these surgeons are international leaders and 
innovators in their field.

Outside of the operating room, Dr. Ferrer is pursuing 
groundbreaking research on Wilm’s Tumor, one of the 
most invasive and least treatable solid tumors in children. 
Connecticut Children’s was recently awarded a $2 million 
grant from the National Institutes of Health –National 
Cancer Institute for a five year study, led by Dr. Ferrer, that 
will investigate a novel approach to treating neuroblastoma, 
a deadly childhood tumor, by targeting a lipid signaling 
pathway essential to tumor growth.  

Clinical research in the areas of minimally invasive and 
reconstructive surgery is also ongoing under the direction 
of Drs. Christina Kim and John Makari. Dr. Jill Bernstein 
focuses her research on new models for health care 
delivery. Collectively, their work has generated both national 
and international recognition and Dr. Ferrer and his team 
are frequently asked to consult on cases from around  
the world.
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